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Vanderwolf’s Pyramid Pine
Pinus flexilis

4

Chanticleer Pear
Pyrus calleryana ‘Chanticleer’

5

Sunburst Honeylocust
Gleditsia triacanthos

6

Shrubs

Lydia Broom
Genista lydia

7

Saskatoon Serviceberry
Amelanchier alnifolia

8

Mohican Viburnum
Viburnum lantana ‘Mohican’

9

Gro-low Sumac
Rhus aromatica

10

Dwarf Blue Rabbitbrush
Ericameria nauseosus

11

Grasses

Trees

Little Bluestem
Schizachyrium scoparium

12

Maiden Grass
Miscanthus sinensis sp.

13

Prarie Dropseed
Sporobolus heterolepis

16

Blue Grama
Bouteloua gracilis

14

Blue Avena Grass
Helictotrichon sempervirens

15
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Establishment
The three- to six-month period after planting, called “establishment,” is when young
xeric plants need extra water as they adapt to their new environs. For the first
several weeks, water up to three times per week shallowly at the root ball. As the
root system develops, taper watering frequency and increase watering depth.

Weekly Watering
“Xeric” is a tricky term; it can mean anything from 0” to 15” of additional water. If your
plants do require watering, we recommend watering them about once per week if no
precipitation has been received. Make sure to research your plant’s watering needs,
and always group plants with similar water needs together.

How Much to Water
How to water depends not only on plant needs, but also on the irrigation system you
have. Drip systems typically emit 0.5-2.0 gallons per hour (listed on tubes or
emitters). Above-ground systems like rotary/rotator sprinklers or pop-up sprayers
typically emit between 0.4-1.5” per hour (based on a number of factors).

Depending on your plant’s watering needs, for every square foot you’ll need to water
the following amount each growing season (Apr–Oct, adjust for weather):

6” = 3.7 gallons

10” = 6.2 gallons

15” = 9.4 gallons

Cycle & Soak
In sandy soil, water drains too rapidly. In clay soil, water runs off. In either case, use
the “cycle and soak” method to let water fully absorb into soil and roots. With cycle
and soak, water in short cycles multiple times. For example, if 15 minutes total is
needed, the system would run in three five-minute cycles with an hour break
between each cycle.

For more information on your irrigation system, request
an irrigation audit from Aurora Water. Call 303-739-7195.

WATERING GUIDE
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Perennials

English Lavender
Lavandula angustifolia

17

Beardtongue
Penstemon sp.

18

Hyssop
Agastache sp.

19

European Pasqueflower
Pulsatilla vulgaris

20

Six Hills Giant Catmint
Nepeta faassennii ‘Six Hills Giant’

21

Groundcovers / Vines

Iceplant
Delosperma sp.

22

Turkish Speedwell
Veronica liwanensis

23

Wooly Thyme
Thymus praecox ‘Pseudolanuginosus’

24

Native Hops Vine
Humulus lupulus var. neomexicana

25
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TREES

VANDERWOLF’S PYRAMID PINE

PINUS FLEXILIS ‘VANDERWOLF’S’

Planting needs: Full sun and well draining soil, but is highly adaptive. This variety
was developed from the alpine native that is adapted to high winds and dry, rocky
soil.

Water: Xeric but does require water weekly, about 15” annually.

Size and form at maturity: Height 25’, spread 10’-15’. A medium-sized, dense pine
tree becoming more open with age. Very flexible branches provide good movement
in windy areas.

Usage: Excellent as a single specimen tree or in a grouping in a larger landscape.

Seasonal interest: Evergreen with striking silvery blue needles.

Maintenance: Minimal. Remove any dead or dying limbs. Make sure to water
monthly during dry spells.

Notes from the Xeriscape Demonstration Garden: No problems with pests, dis-
ease or dieback. Softer needles and flexible branches make it unique among our
other pines. A moderate grower.
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NATIVE HOPS VINE

HUMULUS LUPULUS NEOMEXICANA

Planting needs: Prefers part-sun and well-drained soils.

Water: Requires little additional water after establishment, about 6” annually.

Size and form at maturity: Spread up to 20’.

Usage: Excellent climber. Use on trellises, arbors, retaining walls, etc. or allow to
climb up trees and shrubs.

Seasonal interest: Medium green leaves and thick, with light cream-green flowers
in the summer. This vine dies back completely over the winter.

Maintenance: Low to no maintenance. Trellis and cut back when needed.

Notes from the Xeriscape Demonstration Garden: Hops vine is a near care-free
vine that will add its wonderful fragrance to your garden. If watered appropriately, it
will not overwhelm its boundaries like many other vines can. Young leaves and flow-
ers are culinary herbs and used as flavorings and preservatives. WARNING! Contact
with leaves and vine has been known to cause skin irritation in sensitive people.
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WOOLY THYME

THYMUS PRAECOX ‘PSEUDOLANUGINOSUS’

Planting needs: Well-drained soils and dry climates.

Water: Requires little additional water after establishment, about 6” annually.

Size and form at maturity: Height 6”, spread 1.5’. Low growing to form a sturdy,
dense mat.

Usage: Ornamental groundcover. Evergreen, drought tolerant and spreading non-
invasive species. It works well between pavers, in large massings and on slopes.

Seasonal interest: Pink flowers bloom in the summer. Retains leaves year-round.

Maintenance: Low maintenance. Divide in spring or fall, or sow seed in spring. Cut
back when needed. Do not over-water.

Notes from the Xeriscape Demonstration Garden: Wooly thyme tolerates some
foot traffic and emits a pleasant smell when stepped on. Since it is evergreen, winter
watering during dry spells is important. Not a culinary thyme. Attracts bees, butter-
flies and birds. Space 8”-1’ apart to allow it to fill-in over multiple seasons.

GROUNDCOVERS / VINES

AURORA WATER

OFFICE OF WATER CONSERVATION & EFFICIENCY

PAGE 24

CHANTICLEER PEAR

PYRUS CALLERYANA ‘CHANTICLEER’

Planting needs: Full sun. Tolerates heat, drought and compacted soil.

Water: Xeric but does require water weekly, about 15” annually.

Size and form at maturity: Height 35’, spread 15’. Upright pyramidal form.

Usage: A showy ornamental with year-round interest.

Seasonal interest: Bright white and fragrant flowers in the spring. Lustrous deep
green leaves turn reddish purple in the fall. A nice skeletal shape in the winter.

Maintenance: Minimal. Remove any dead or dying limbs. May require some light,
early-winter pruning to remove any sucks or branches that rub against each other.

Notes from the Xeriscape Demonstration Garden: No problems with pests or
disease. Stands up well to heavy snow. Minimal pruning has been necessary every
three years or so. Fruit resembles a small green berry but is inedible, and never cre-
ates a mess. The fragrance of the blossoms is pleasant to some but not others.
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SUNBURST HONEYLOCUST

GLEDITSIA TRIACANTHOS

Planting needs: Prefers full sun. Does well in extreme heat and extreme cold. Pre-
fers sandy to part-clay soil types.

Water: Xeric but does require water weekly, about 15” annually.

Size and form at maturity: Height 30’-70’, spread 30’. Deciduous tree with open
spreading crown and distinctive horizontal branches.

Usage: A showy spring street and lawn tree. Drought tolerant.

Seasonal interest: Fruitless variety. Leaves are regularly glossy and dark green
and turn yellow in the fall and new growth is bright, yellow-green in the summer.

Maintenance: Basically maintenance free.

Notes from the Xeriscape Demonstration Garden: This is a beautifully showy tree
in the spring. Use other plants with purple or dark green leaves for great contrast.
We have not experienced problems.

TREES
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1

TURKISH SPEEDWELL

VERONICA LIWANENSIS

Planting needs: Prefers full sun or partial shade. Adaptive to most soil types.

Water: Requires little additional water after establishment, about 6” annually.

Size and form at maturity: Height 2”, spread 1.5’.

Usage: Ornamental groundcover. Drought tolerant. Looks great in rock gardens ,
along paths, on slopes and between paving stones.

Seasonal interest: Deep-blue flowers bloom in mid-spring to early summer.

Maintenance: Low maintenance.

Notes from the Xeriscape Demonstration Garden: Good texture, drought tolerant
and deer and rabbit resistant. Spreads more quickly if mulch is pulled away from
plants as they grow.
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ICEPLANT

DELOSPERMA SP.

Planting needs: Grows best in full sun and dry conditions. Prefers well-drained soil.

Water: Requires little additional water after establishment, about 6” annually.

Size and form at maturity: Height 6”, spread 1’.

Usage: Ornamental ground cover with triangular to round succulent foliage.
Spreads slowly over time. The plants are coated with shiny, delicate flowers in colors
from red to purple to pink, often with different colored centers. A great addition to
rock gardens.

Seasonal interest: Bloom times range from mid summer to early fall. Green foliage
turns yellow in winter months.

Maintenance: Low to no maintenance required.

Notes from the Xeriscape Demonstration Garden: The iceplant that we use in
Colorado is a perennial that is native to the higher elevations of South Africa. This is
not the invasive iceplant that is a problem in Southern California. Does best if mulch
is pulled away from plants as they grow.

GROUNDCOVERS / VINES
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LYDIA BROOM

GENISTA LYDIA

Planting needs: Requires well-drained soils and prefers sandy to sandy-loam soil
types, but is tolerant of a wide range of soil conditions. Prefers full sun.

Water: Requires no additional water after establishment.

Size and form at maturity: Height 2’, spread 3’. Leaves are linear. Growth at the
tips of the branches is about 3-5” each spring. Mounding form.

Usage: Great as a tall groundcover if planted en masse. Looks great spilling over
garden walls.

Seasonal interest: Completely covered with blooms in the late spring to early sum-
mer, reveals medium-green, small-leaf foliage for the rest of the summer.

Maintenance: Low maintenance. Little fertilization needed. When pruning, do not
cut down into old wood.

Notes from the Xeriscape Demonstration Garden: Practically maintenance free.
Fertilization is not necessary, nor is pruning.
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SASKATOON SERVICEBERRY

AMELANCHIER ALNIFOLIA

Planting needs: Full sun to part shade. Prefers well-drained soil but tolerates a wide
range of soil conditions.

Water: Xeric but does require water weekly, about 15” annually.

Size and form at maturity: Height 6’-12’, spread 6’-10’. Multi-stem with a rounded
crown.

Usage: Excellent as a single specimen or used as a group for screening. May be left
as a multi-stem shrub or pruned to a single stem specimen. May be pruned into a
hedge.

Seasonal interest: Covered in white blossoms in spring. Purple, edible berries in
summer. Orange-red colors. Attractive light grey bark displayed in the winter.

Maintenance: Minimal. No pests or disease. Light pruning as desired.

Notes from the Xeriscape Demonstration Garden: No problems and no mainte-
nance needed. The fruit is delicious.

SHRUBS
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SIX HILLS GIANT CATMINT

NEPETA FAASSENNII ‘SIX HILLS GIANT’.

Planting needs: Prefers full sun and well-drained soil.

Water: Requires little additional water after establishment, about 6” annually.

Size and form at maturity: Height 3’, spread 3’.

Usage: Ornamental. Very drought tolerant.

Seasonal interest: Bloom period is late spring through late summer to early fall.
Lavender-blue flowers bloom repeatedly.

Maintenance: Low maintenance. Must be propagated by dividing the rootball be-
cause seeds are sterile. Will rebloom if deadheaded. Remove dead foliage.

Notes from the Xeriscape Demonstration Garden: A large stately catmint that
provides purple blooms all summer. Can use cut flowers in home. Attractive to bees
and butterflies. Deer and rabbit resistant once established. Grey-green aromatic
leaves have similar properties to catnip.
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EUROPEAN PASQUEFLOWER

PULSATILLA VULGARIS

Planting needs: Prefer partial sun. Mostly sand to clay loam soil types.

Water: Requires little to no additional water after establishment.

Size and form at maturity: Height 1’, spread 1’.

Usage: Ornamental clumps of silvery dense fernlike leaves with bell shaped to flat-
spreading flowers. Finished blooms become feathery seedheads.

Seasonal interest: Bloom times range from early to late spring. Completely dies
away by late summer.

Maintenance: Remove dead foliage.

Notes from the Xeriscape Demonstration Garden: Pasqueflowers balance the
spring color palate with yellow-centered, purple-ish blue flowers and lacy foliage.
Fuzzy attractive seedheads follow each years blooms and add great texture to the
garden. A near-maintenance-free plant. No pest problems, either.

PERENNIALS

AURORA WATER
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MOHICAN VIBURNUM

VIBURNUM LANTANA ‘MOHICAN’

Planting needs: Full sun and drier soil. A vigorous, reliable and adaptable decidu-
ous shrub.

Water: Xeric but does require water weekly, about 15” annually.

Size and form at maturity: Height 6’-7’, spread 8’.

Usage: Plant one as a specimen or grouping as a screen or border. Can be pruned
into a hedge.

Seasonal interest: Heavy, dark green foliage with cream-colored flower clusters in
late April become orange-red fruit in the summer. Burgundy fall foliage.

Maintenance: Minimal. Pest and disease resistant.

Notes from the Xeriscape Demonstration Garden: No problems with this vibur-
num and consistently gorgeous fall color.
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GRO-LOW SUMAC

RHUS AROMATICA

Planting needs: Full sun. Adaptable to various soil types but does best in hot and
dry conditions.

Water: Xeric but does require water weekly, about 10” annually.

Size and form at maturity: Height 2’, spread 8’. A woody groundcover shrub with
glossy green leaves.

Usage: An excellent shrub for a groundcover or border use.

Seasonal interest: Small yellow flowers in spring, followed by small, hairy red fruit.
Berries are eaten by birds and small mammals. Leaves turn a striking orange-red
color in fall.

Maintenance: None. Pest and disease resistant.

Notes from the Xeriscape Demonstration Garden: A dwarf selection of the native
fragrant sumac. Very low water needs and no maintenance required. A graceful and
more ground-hugging alternative to Gro-Low Sumac would be Creeping Three-Leaf
Sumac, Rhus trilobata ’Autumn Amber’.

SHRUBS
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HYSSOP

AGASTACHE SP.

Planting needs: Prefers well drained sand to clay soils and full sun.

Water: Requires little additional water after establishment, about 15” annually

Size and form at maturity: Height up to 8’ depending on the species.

Usage: Ornamental.

Seasonal interest: Bloom period is mid-summer until frost. Available in many col-
ors, mostly ranging from orange to pink.

Maintenance: After flowering, cut back stalks to the base. Remove dead foliage.

Notes from the Xeriscape Demonstration Garden: Agastaches are a favorite.
Aromatic leaves and flowers may be used as herbal teas: root beer, bubblegum and
licorice are common flavor descriptions. Make great cut flowers or dry and crumble
for use as an air freshener. Easy to grow and performs well in a variety of soil types.
Flowers attract bees, butterflies and hummingbirds.
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BEARDTONGUE / PENSTEMON

PENSTEMON SP.

Planting needs: Can grow in a wide range of climate conditions including open de-
sert, moist forests and alpine regions. Prefers well-drained soils.

Water: Requires little additional water after establishment, about 6” annually.

Size and form at maturity: Height 4”-10’, spread 1’-3’.

Usage: Ornamental, some believe to be medicinal. Works well in mass plantings, in
meadow gardens or as specimen plants.

Seasonal interest: Bloom times range from early spring to summer and sometimes
into the fall. Attractive seedheads may be left over winter or can be cutback to base.

Maintenance: Low maintenance. Will die back completely in the winter. Remove
dead foliage in early spring to promote new growth.

Notes from the Xeriscape Demonstration Garden: A great species that requires
little water once established. Colorful blooms attract butterflies and hummingbirds.
Ideal for filling in spaces. We recommend: Penstemon strictus Pikes Peak Purple®,
Penstemon x mexicali Red Rocks®, and Penstemon barbatus.

PERENNIALS
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DWARF BLUE RABBITBRUSH

ERICAMERIA NAUSEOSUS

Planting needs: Full sun. Prefers dry soil. Tolerates the worst soil conditions.

Water: Requires no additional water after establishment.

Size and form at maturity: Height 3’, spread 3’.

Usage: A nice specimen plant, used as a border or for creating native habitat. A
uniform backdrop to smaller perennials.

Seasonal interest: Thin, blue-green leaves and stems are showy throughout the
growing season. Bright yellow flowers cover the plant from mid-summer to fall.

Maintenance: Deadhead the spent blooms if a cleaner look is desired over the win-
ter. Pull seedlings.

Notes from the Xeriscape Demonstration Garden: Does very well in non-irrigated
areas. Will seed in quickly, but seedlings are easy to pull. All varieties of this native
shrub attract butterflies.

PAGE 11

TOP XERIC PLANTS FOR AURORA &
THE FRONT RANGE

SHRUBS



LITTLE BLUESTEM

SCHIZACHYRIUM SCOPARIUM

Planting needs: Full sun to part shade. Adaptive to different soil types, but does
best in well-draining soil.

Water: Requires little additional water after establishment, about 6” annually.

Size and form at maturity: Height 2’-4’, spread 2’.

Usage: An ornamental bunch grass that can be used as a specimen, border or in
mass plantings. Works very well in meadow landscapes.

Seasonal interest: There are several cultivars of this native plant. Some are larger,
more upright and bluer than others. All have bright red fall color that softens to brick
red into winter. Long, fluffy seed heads reflect the sunlight.

Maintenance: In early spring each year, remove dead blades and cut back to 6”
above the ground. Will seed in; seedlings are easy to pull.

Notes from the Xeriscape Demonstration Garden: A beautiful native ornamental
grass. You will notice seedlings popping up in other parts of your yard, but they are
easily pulled.

GRASSES
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ENGLISH LAVENDER

LAVANDULA ANGUSTIFOLIA

Planting needs: Full sun. Prefers drier soil with good drainage.

Water: Requires no additional water after establishment.

Size and form at maturity: Height 1’-2’, spread 2’-3’. It has a uniform mounding
habit with woody base.

Usage: Looks great in rock gardens. Use as a border in a low hedge or as an edger
along walks and walls. It is also great as a specimen or in a mass planting.

Seasonal interest: Lavender has arrow grey-green leaves on square stems.
Blooms early summer through early fall and colors range from lavender to violet and
even white. It remains partially evergreen over winter.

Maintenance: Deadhead to encourage reblooming. Will seed in minimally, but seed-
lings are easy to pull.

Notes from the Xeriscape Demonstration Garden: This plant is very attractive to
bees and butterflies and the scent is wonderful.
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PRAIRIE DROPSEED

SPOROBOLUS HETEROLEPIS

Planting needs: Full sun or part shade with well-drained fertile soil. Good drainage
in the winter is essential.

Water: Requires little additional water after establishment, about 6” annually.

Size and form at maturity: Height 2’-3’, spread 2’-3’.

Usage: Ornamental grass.

Seasonal interest: Clump-forming grass greens up quickly in the spring and forms
open, branching seedheads in late summer.

Maintenance: This slow-growing grass requires little water and should not be wa-
tered heavily more than once a week. Cut back closely in the early spring. Blades
will turn orange-red in the fall.

Notes from the Xeriscape Demonstration Garden: This grass is a lovely and near
maintenance-free addition to any garden. Does not seem to propagate via seed.
Some individual plants will require division after eight years or so. Prairie Dropseed
is said to have a unique, light coriander fragrance.

GRASSES
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MAIDEN GRASS

MISCANTHUS SINENSIS SP.

Planting needs: Prefers full sun but will tolerate some shade. Tolerates drought and
occasional over-watering. Prefers well-drained, acidic to slightly alkaline soil types.

Water: Requires little additional water after establishment, about 6” annually.

Size and form at maturity: Height 3’-7’, spread 3’-5’.

Usage: Ornamental grass along borders, as specimens or in mass plantings. Ideal
for dry areas.

Seasonal interest: Many different varieties with showy seedheads in the late sum-
mer and fall. Some are variegated. For winter interest, do not cut back until spring.

Maintenance: Cut back in the spring to promote new growth and remove any dead
foliage. Every few years, each bunch will need to be divided to give the plant more
room; be sure to remove dead material, usually in the center.

Notes from the Xeriscape Demonstration Garden: No problems with regular cut-
back and dividing as needed. Deer resistant after establishment.
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BLUE GRAMA

BOUTELOUA GRACILIS

Planting needs: Thrives in warm seasons, can become dormant in drought or win-
ter conditions. Can withstand a wide variety of soils though prefers well-drained soil
that is fine to coarse in texture.

Water: Requires little additional water after establishment, about 6” annually.

Size and form at maturity: Height 6”-12”, takes several years to establish a turf
form.

Usage: Establish a turf or use in mass clumping as an ornamental grass. Suited for
erosion control.

Seasonal interest: Flowers from early to mid summer depending on weather condi-
tions. Attractive seedheads resemble eyelashes.

Maintenance: Requires little maintenance. Mow if desired.

Notes from the Xeriscape Demonstration Garden: Grows slowly and if disturbed
can take as many years to reestablish. As a warm season grass, it is greenest in
early summer. Will go dormant in the winter and in drought.

GRASSES
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BLUE AVENA GRASS

HELICTOTRICHON SEMPERVIRENS

Planting needs: Prefers full sun in well drained soil though can thrive in poor soils
and in elevations up to 8,500’. Drought tolerant.

Water: Requires little additional water after establishment, about 6” annually.

Size and form at maturity: Height 2’-3’, spread 2’.

Usage: Ornamental grass. Large clumps of blue-gray leaves give the grass a unique
contrast among other plants.

Seasonal interest: In mid-summer a large group of tan seedheads arch from the
plant and stand out from the blue foliage. A striking addition to any landscape.

Maintenance: Like most grasses, Blue Avena requires little maintenance. Do not cut
back. “Comb” with gloved hands to remove dead foliage.

Notes from the Xeriscape Demonstration Garden: No problems when divided as
needed. Deer resistant after establishment.
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